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Status 
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3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomnal matters, prosecution as to the nnerits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) IE Claim(s) 1:6 is/are rejected. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This Action is in response to Applicant's amendment filed on February 18, 2005. Claims 
1-6 are still pending in the present application. This Action is made FINAL. 

Specification 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: On page 13 Kne 22, 
replace "221" with -206- after "display". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: On line 11, insert ~and-- 
after "plate". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office Action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - (b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication 
in this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of 
application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1, 2, and 4-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
ffigginbotham et al. (U.S. Patent # 5,896,575) 
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Consider claim 1, Higginbotham et al. clearly show and disclose an electronic device 100 
(information processing apparatus) (abstract and figures 1, 2, and 6-8) comprising a hinge 
mechanism 106 (figures 1, 2, 6, and 7 and column 2 lines 20 and 21), a display portion 102 (first 
case) (figures 1, 2, 6, and 7), and a base portion 104 (second case) (figures 1 , 2, 6, and 7 and 
column 2 lines 16-25), each of said portions 102, 104 (first and second cases) having front and 
back sides (figures 1, 2, and 6-8) and said portions 102, 104 (cases) being coupled to each other 
through said hinge mechanism 106 so that said electronic device 100 (information processing 
apparatus) is folded with front sides of said portions 102, 104 (first and second cases) are faced 
to each other (figures 1, 2, and 6, column 2 lines 16-48, and column 3 line 60 - column 4 line 5); 

wherein said display portion 102 (first case) has a display unit 1 14 (figures 1, 2, and 8, 
and column 2 lines 16-30) so that a displayed content of said display unit 1 14 can be seen from 
both the front and back sides 118, 1 16 of said display portion 102 (first case) (figures 1 and 2 and 
column 2 lines 16-48); 

said display unit 1 14 being provided with a liquid crystal display (LCD) plate (column 3 
lines 1-7) having first and second sides 118, 116 (figures 1 and 2) and a pair of transparent seals 
302 (screens that are substantially transparent) (figure 3 and column 2 lines 54-67) being 
arranged in an opposed and aligned manner over the first and second sides 1 18, 1 16 of said 
liquid crystal display (LCD) plate (figure 3 and column 2 lines 54-67); and 

said base portion 104 (second case) having a keypad 1 12 (at least one of operating 
buttons) for the operation of said electronic device 100 (information processing apparatus) 
(figures 2 and 8, column 2 lines 42-53, and column 4 lines 58 and 59). 
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Consider claim 2, and as applied to claim 1 above, Higginbotham et al. inherently 
disclose that said base portion 104 (second case) is provided with a battery since the display 
portion 102 (first case), as shown in figures 3 and 5, only includes the display unit 1 14 and the 
device 100 (apparatus) requires battery power (column 4 lines 66 and 67), consequently, the base 
portion 104 (second case) must be provided with the battery. 

Consider claim 4, and as applied to claim 1 above, Higginbotham et al further show 
and disclose that said electronic device 100 (information processing apparatus) comprises a 
control circuit (microprocessor 808 and display position detector 606) (figures 6 and 8) for 
switching the display content of said display unit 1 14 so that the display content is normally seen 
fi-om any one of the fi-ont and the back sides 118, 1 16 of said display portion 102 (first case) 
(column 4 lines 31-40). 

Consider claim 5, and as applied to claim 4 above, Higginbotham et al. also disclose 
that said control circuit (microprocessor 808 and display position detector 606) (figures 6 and 8) 
switches the displayed content when the device 100 (apparatus) is closed (i.e., since the device 
100 (apparatus) is closed the keypad 1 12 (at least one of operating buttons) is not touched for a 
predetermined time) so that the displayed content is normally seen in left and right directions 
from said back side 1 16 of said display portion 102 (first case) (column 3 line 60 - column 4 line 
5 and column 4 lines 31-40). 

Consider claim 6, and as applied to claim 4 above, Higginbotham et al, further show 
and disclose that said display portion 102 (first case) and said base portion 104 (second case) are 
provided with a display position detector 606 (sensing switch) for sensing said portions 102, 104 



Application/Control Number: 09/871,096 



Pages 



Art Unit: 2686 

(first and second cases) are opened from or closed to each other (figure 6 and column 3 line 60 - 
column 4 line 5); 

said control circuit (microprocessor 808 and display position detector 606) switching the 
displayed content, when said display position detector 606 (sensing switch) senses that said 
portions 102, 104 (first and second cases) are opened from each other, so that the displayed 
content is normally seen in left and right directions from said front side 1 1 8 of said display 
portion 102 (first case) (figure 8 and column 4 lines 31-40). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office Action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham \. John Deere Co,, 383 U.S. 1, 148 USPQ 459 
(1966), that are appHed for estabHshing a background for determining obviousness under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating obviousness 
or nonobviousness. 
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6, Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Higginbotham et 
al. (U.S. Patent # 5,896,575) in view of Smith et al. (U.S. Patent # 6,574,487 Bl). 

Consider claim 3, and as appUed to claim 1 above, Higginbotham et al. clearly show 
and disclose the claimed invention except that said portion 102 (first case) is provided with a 
speaker for telephone talking and said portion 104 (second case) is provided with a microphone 
for telephone talking. 

In the same field of endeavor, Smith et al. disclose a communication device 10 (figures 1 
and 2) comprising a first case (housing 14) (figure 1) provided with a speaker for telephone 
talking (figure 1), and a second case provided with a microphone for telephone talking (column 2 
lines 17-27). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to incorporate the speaker and microphone structure taught by Smith et 
al. in the device 100 disclosed by Higginbotham et al. for the purpose of providing voice 
communication features. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1 have been considered but are moot in view 
of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Conclusion 
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8. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office Action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1. 136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 , 136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

9. Any response to this Office Action should be faxed to (571) 273-8300 or maUed to: 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Hand-delivered responses should be brought to 

Customer Service Window 
Randolph Building 
401 Dulany Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 



10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
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Examiner should be directed to Rafael Perez-Gutierrez whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7915. The Examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 6:30am to 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
supervisor, Marsha D. Banks-Harold can be reached on (571) 272-7905. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this apphcation or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an apphcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpubKshed 
appUcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) or 703-305- 
3028, 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist/customer service whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2600. 



Rafaeh£^rez'Gutierrez ^^-^ 
RP.G./rpg RAfiAaPBCZ-GUTlERREZ 




PRIMARY EXAiyyNER 

September 5, 2005 



